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BACKGROUND=- ITALY
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33 9

1¥y.

Segui'y parlissentary position wenkeuing:

A, nnyﬁhlieaaﬁ anuounced 24 Feb thsir 5 deputiss po longer
bound support comlition

B, In eanriﬁuaeé vote 1 Msr Segni mmjority was only 4
{instead of pormal 16,) |

Ce On 7 #ar Dewocratic Bocislist secretsry gsneral
offered to remign--noi u&aaptsé;

Socislist reunification plcture confused,

A, Henni Socislist congress (610 Fek) mupported him in
reunifiention policy, but Nenni failed to wig control
of central committee.

B, Demoeratie Soclalist directiorste has adopted waite-ande
see attitude,

1. Demo Soc Party congress set for %ézﬁ June,
Compunist Party continves io lose members--but retsins
control over Italy's largest laber confederation,

Fiming of astionnl electiom——mandatory by June 1958«

uncertain,

&: Fanfani, Christisn Demccratic party secretary, said
tcrttvnr.nyaéﬁunp.

B, Other parties not resdy,
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DOCUMENTNO. & W7 oy
HO CHANGE IN CLASS. [

A W

12 Nerch 1957

' ERENT mﬁfw BITUAT I8
(tmgaa to ﬂ&t Progress Report of 13 Fsb 57)
1. Begni goversseni's parlismentsry positien wenkesing.

&, On 24 Pebruary the Republican party, not represented
in cabinet but hitherto part of Segni's 18-vete
wajority in the 560-pan parlismeni, asncunced he could
Bo longer count on the anpport of its five deputies,

1. Bepublicens declared that they weore seeking fresdouw
of setion in view of:
%, improvement ip imterssl security reavliing from
the Communist party's erisis;
b, weskening o! mousrchists amd neo-Fuscists on
the right;
®. the moves toward Secislist reusification,

B. On 1 ¥erch Segni won BE5.277 vote of confidence on &
wotlon coanected with propogsed legislation on farm
xuhaw contracta.

1. Thres of the 19 Demooratic Socislists in his coslition
abatained,

2. Thore is still wueh dissgreoswont within bis cabinet
on other provisioss of the farm lasber legislistion,

€. On 7 Eaveh Natteo Matteotti offered him resignation s
sscrelary general of the Democratic Socimlist Party,

in protest sgainst coatroversial appointwent on 3 Eavch
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of right-wing Christian Democrst Giuseppe Togni to

besd new Riniatry of State Participstion in Industry.

1. Hstteotii, hes long urged bis party to guit the
coulition government sad rejoin the Neoni Socislistsy be
a8id the Republican wove wide it sswentisl that the
Democratic Secisliste siso assune fresdou of action
in preparing for the next electionm,

2. The party directorste refumsed to sccept Eaiteotti's
resignation, and endesvored to placate him by
agreoing 1e o8ll party coogress 64183 Juue,

i1, #tstus of SBocislist reunifiestion ressins confused,

A, MNepni Bocialist congress O-10 February supported
Beani’s general policy of breaking wiih the Com-
wuniste sod rejoining the Democratic Socislists but
refused to give him centrel of aay pert of the party
wachinery axcept the five-msn asecretsrist,

B. The Demgoratic Secimlist Party directorate, in its 23
Fabrusry meeting, sdoptod @ wait-and-see policy on
reunifiontion by waking it comditionsl en the future
pexrforuance of Nenni's party in fToreign policy matiers
and relations with the Communists,

Cs Mnjor unresclved probless blocking forwal reunificstion
Bred
1. Stetus of Socislist organized lsbor,

. Nemni Socislists insist unified party be
raprouenied ian Compunist-dominnted Genersl
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311,

1Y,
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b, Saragat’s party helding out for labor organizs-
tion fves from Commuynist control.
2. A reunified party's foreign policy,
2., &lthough Nenni Soeislist congress agresd sc-
cept WATO's defonse purposes, ithey suggest =
wsputral zooe in ceuntral Purops from Sweden to

Beditervanenn.

¥eakeaing of the Compunist party continues.

Ao

B,

Party still loaing wewbers, sowe of ithem iaportant
imtalliectunls such as Reele, And some officinls in the
Coupunist-dominsted labor orgsnizatien,

Despite suchk loases, perty 2till coatrols Italy's
inrgest labor orgenixation thus hme powerfal wespon
for recoupling forser prestige a3 principal chauwpion

of workers' interests.

Tining of next antional elections remping uncsriain,

A,

B.

Ce

Chrieting Dewoeratic Pariy seecretary Faafani bas bean
repurted in faveor of holdiag elections defore the
seheduled June 1857 date,

Other periiss sppesr not yet resdy feor slections,
expecislly two Socialist perties negotisting for re-
unifieation.

Cabinet appolintment of Togui, opposed by Hoclal Dewo~
erats, Pwpublicans saad senbers of the Christisn Demo-
oeratic left wing, is rueered to have been epginsered hy
Fanfani sod way have been deliverste sttempt to topple
the governmeat snd foree now elections this spring.
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